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NEWS RELEASE
Churchgoers in [INSERT TOWN] are preparing to challenge  [INSERT NAME AND TITLE EG Jane Smith, MP] to do more to tackle poverty.
[INSERT CHURCH NAME] has joined more than 1,500 churches and individuals, who over the last 2 years haved signed up for a course called Act on Poverty  – aimed at inspiring and encouraging people to put their faith into action.
And as part of the initiative, group members will be inviting [INSERT NAME EG Ms Smith] to a meeting. [If you are doing something other than inviting your MP to a meeting, please amend this accordingly.]
Act on Poverty is a collaboration between international development agency Christian Aid and partner organisations - including the Baptist Union, Methodist Church, United Reformed Church, Church Action on Poverty, St Vincent de Paul Society and the Trussell Trust.
Those taking part spend six weeks finding out more about the reality of poverty both in their communities and around the world, through activities designed to inspire actions, such as engaging with politicians in order to urge the UK Government to make tackling the causes of poverty a priority.
The series of resource packs contain guidance for short Bible studies; recordings of conversations with activists; questions and prompts for group discussions; videos about taking practical action; and a guide to steps churches can take to advocate for change. This could be anything from meeting with other community groups to inviting your MP to a coffee morning or shared lunch, using the downloadable Breaking Bread Guide .
[INSERT NAME EG Jen Jones, Christian Aid Group chairperson or John Smith, organiser,] said the course had given people much to think about, adding: “Poverty affects people in our own communities as well as our global neighbours. Too many people are relying on foodbanks in this country, sleeping rough, or in emergency accommodation, while in other communities around the world, families are struggling against climate change and the global cost of living crisis. Sadly, poverty is not a new thing and it robs people of dignity, keeping them trapped with discrimination and injustice.
“This course is about harnessing the unstoppable power of people coming together in hope and faith to engage with decision makers in a call for action and change. We hope [INSERT NAME OF MP eg Ms Smith or first name only eg Jane] will agree the UK Government needs to step up to act on poverty.”
[This quote can be changed to your own words, as long as the tone is along the same lines.]
To find out more and sign up for Act on Poverty please visit the Christian Aid website and click on Get Involved and Campaigns. For those wanting a shorter version of the course, please search for Act on Poverty Short Course.
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